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EDITOR 'S NOTE

The months of October and November stood as a meaningful confluence of
reflection, pride, and forward momentum. They reminded us of the importance of
staying connected to our roots while actively shaping a path toward growth and
development.

This period was marked by significant milestones for the University—celebrating
achievements that reflect collective effort, perseverance, and academic
excellence. Such moments not only honour past accomplishments but also
reaffirm our commitment to building an institution grounded in values, integrity,
and inclusive progress.

A moment of profound pride during this time was the gracious visit of the Hon’ble
President of India, Smt. Droupadi Murmu. Her presence was not merely
ceremonial; it was an honour that reinforced the spirit of democracy, resilience,
and inspiration. It served as a reminder that our roots—social, cultural, and
constitutional—remain central to our journey of development.

As this issue unfolds, it also signals a promising horizon. New opportunities—
academic, professional, and experiential—are steadily lining up for students.
These opportunities are bridges between tradition and transformation, enabling
learners to draw strength from their roots while confidently stepping into evolving
spaces of innovation and leadership.

This edition, therefore, captures more than events; it reflects a journey—of
connection, growth, and readiness for what lies ahead. It invites students to
remain anchored in their foundations while embracing the possibilities that await
them.

Best regards,

Dr. Reetesh Sah
Editor, Vimarsh
DSB Campus, Kumaun University, Nainital




EDITORIAL TEAM

Dear Readers,

With every edition of Vimarsh, we make a
conscious effort to bring something new—
something that informs, inspires, and connects
us more deeply with our shared culture and
collective journey. This issue is no exception.

In this edition, we invite you to explore the rich
cultural heritage of the Kumaoni Ramleela, a
tradition that reflects the region’s values,
storytelling legacy, and community spirit.
Alongside this, the issue carries a special
coverage of the 20th Convocation, marking an
important milestone for the University and
celebrating years of dedication, achievement,
and academic excellence.

Vimarsh is more than a publication; it is a
growing platform shaped by ideas, voices, and
meaningful participation. We look forward to
thoughtful contributions from students, faculty,
and readers alike, as we continue building a
larger, more engaged community that believes in
dialogue, creativity, and reflection.

Together, let us keep Vimarsh evolving—one
idea, one story, and one voice at a time.

Warm regards,
Student Editors
Vimarsh
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Strategic Interaction with CEO,
ANRF Strengthens Research Vision

During his visit to CSIR-IICB, the Vice Chancellor held

an insightful interaction with Dr. Shivkumar
Kalyanaraman, CEO of the Anusandhan National
Research Foundation (ANRF),  focusing on

strengthening research collaboration and innovation
In Indian science.
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Eminent Padma Shri Awardee
Inspires Students at KU

Padma Shri Prof. G.D. Yadav, former Vice
Chancellor of ICT Mumbai, delivered an
inspiring lecture at Kumaun University on
career opportunities, emerging skills, and
industry-academia integration.
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Vice Chancellor Represents Kumaun University
~ at CSIR Foundation Day

The Vice Chancellor of Kumaun University participated in the 84th
CSIR Foundation Day celebrations at CSIR-Indian Institute of

2N “‘%. Chemical Biology, Kolkata, where he interacted with eminent

o “

* scientists and academicians and highlighted the university’s
L.+ | 4 growing contributions in scientific research and drug development

Vice Chancellor Conferred
Prestigious INSA Fellowship

The Vice Chancellor was honoured with the
prestigious INSA Fellowship by the Indian

Chemical Society, recognizing his
exceptional contributions to chemical
sciences and research leadership.
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Administrative Review Ensures
Smooth Convocation

Arrangements

Officials from intelligence and district administration
conducted an inspection of preparations for the
upcoming university convocation, ensuring safety,
coordination, and smooth execution of the event.




Connect School to University

The program started with non other than Padma

Shri Prof HC VERMA. Over 900 students from

different schools attended the program. University

established outreach laboratory so that the
program becomes a regular activity.
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Major Financial Reforms Lead
to Strong Research Corpus

Through administrative reforms and curtailment of
unnecessary expenditure, Kumaun University saved
over 5 crore, which was redirected towards
research and development, leading to the creation
of a ¥10 crore research corpus fund with a long-
term target of 25 crore.

Executive Council Takes Key
Academic Decisions

The 155th Executive Council meeting of Kumaun
University, chaired by the Vice Chancellor, approved
Career Advancement Scheme (CAS) promotions for 31
faculty members, marking a significant milestone in
academic progression and faculty welfare

Landmark Achievement: Land

Secured for University Expansion
B vearsitR ¥ g8 Yfi, 1oRd dead ol wi nfeban g8 o

lafd o T B B fofU 26.4 TS [ 1 ETeR0T

1 WA dsa A C U ¥ AR W R Eier @ g

feream & feon o w aTEy e
i #t &1 woE A s o
26.4 Rz qfy fvafraey w
TAfE R | T A
it .}TJ._._]_I: Tt 5 ..'__ ._{_'. 4 Wraw _.l'l
5 T o T [TETE o S
TAFEaTe % A "IH"'
B IEEREE | 1"—|‘-.11—’—!r|
faie ram = IrrT'r} "T.l Gif2cl
]'{ H HT A T"| el
THF WE i A i T
¥ WA TN Frn | i s
IR r.r:.r FEQT AW WqF
feryaaraTers & fom v SEeErge) 3

fimer gfal zenftra

it FPar W T P e
e ¥ SEEE W e A
GHA ST et W T A T
e e el el @ e =g &
ST =
UI.Eq & 3{-”.1:'-3'-'F. HrH UTE A
fermafirerery ¥ W frem aw
frem o Py weam 3 mds
W firm # | 381 e fi it )
Ty =it aftr Wi ziewm %
i i et o 1 T
I WA R AT WA B R

AR T . 7R < e P v Rrenery 33 0 8 A g SR 0 EE
ferumay el et aivorn & e & | S onfire & feearord aftdta dvelf o Sege n$
( e Wl e IfT-ITH A B o) o e af
v. e W [H.umnm ST 1 g 2T | v
WEH AP ( U 3 ARipifEea arE=) N gl
ferfese firgir 39 ar, '{Mmuran £ LFTEIT] S ST A
eriretatt s ( Frrete aff Sevéesiataft) of smengfae
FrgereT 3 frepre i fer il 2 MR 3 TI.] agf e
& Ly ¥ Pl 3t e 352 (Harrfue ey R vgars Sufen
N 1y Weegrs et ) o e e At
3T 5 foe 3 {rm O] WETH @l | s fervaiaenera o de fuw i
v & den i fs on v & 3i 7 Reererd st o, anifssa e,
A+ Tt 31T F-Ta degfin & el W wiel 3 et & fen A mm-l
wiei | favatienem & fen 3 s & g 1 o T8 s

After sustained efforts,

expansion plans.

Kumaun University officially
acquired land at Patwadangar in its name, a major
milestone that enables the establishment of the MERU
campus and strengthens the university’s infrastructure

Hospitality Skill Centre Launched

Under Public-Private Partnership
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Kumaun University inaugurated a Hospitality Skill Centre
in collaboration with Setu Aayog, Tata STRIVE, Indian
Hotels Private Limited (Taj Group), and the Skill Council
of Uttarakhand, aiming to train over 500 youth in
hospitality skills over the next three years.

Innovative KU Research Converts Waste

into Advanced Materials

A pioneering research initiative at Kumaun University successfully
developed a catalytic system that converts plastic and agricultural
demonstrating the

waste into graphene oxide,
commitment to sustainable, waste-to-wealth

published in high impact journal.

university’s
innovation. Kumaun
University collaborated with Noble Laureate Prof KS Novoselov, and
finally first joint publication from the collaboration has recently been

Contents lizts availahle at

Renewable and Sustainable Energy Reviews
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journal homepage:

Functional nanocarbons from waste plastics for energy storage applications

Cherna Tewari ™, Kundan Singh Rawat "
Sravendra Rana
Yong Chae Jung " , Nanda Gopal Sahoo ™

, Youngnam Kim , Tanuja Arya , Sunil Dhali ",
, Daria V. Andreeva“, Barbaros Ozyilmaz“, Remi Mahfouz ', Nada Qari’,
, Kostya S. Novoselov ™




Kumaoni Ramleela —
Uttarakhand’s UNESCO-
Recognised Living Legacy
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The Kumaoni Ramleela of Uttarakhand is a rare
cultural treasure recognised by UNESCO as part of
the World Cultural Heritage and acknowledged as
the world’s oldest continuously running opera, with
a history spanning over 150 years.

First performed in 1860 at Almora’s Badreshwar
Temple, also known as Nanda Devi Ramleela, this
tradition has been preserved through oral
transmission, community participation, and
unwavering devotion across generations.

Unlike conventional Ramleela performances, the
Kumaoni Ramleela is entirely musical. The
Ramayana is sung rather than acted, accompanied
by instruments like the harmonium, tabla, and
dholak, making it a unique fusion of devotion and
classical artistry.

The focus remains on musical excellence, blending
Hindustani classical ragas with regional folk styles,
ensuring both authenticity and innovation.

A remarkable aspect of this tradition is its
progressive spirit.

Performed across towns such as Almora, Nainital,
Bageshwar, Bhimtal, Pithoragarh, and Dehradun,
the Kumaoni Ramleela stands as a living reminder
that Uttarakhand’s heritage is not preserved in
silence—but celebrated in song.
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Grammar Bite

Affect vs. Effect — Small Words, Big Confusion
If grammar had a hall of fame for confusion,
“affect” and “effect” would easily make the list.
These two words often appear in academic writing,
speeches, and formal communication—and using
them incorrectly can subtly change the meaning of
your sentence.
Let’s break it down.
. The Key Difference
e Affect (verb) — to
something
e Effect (noun) — the result or outcome of an
action
// Correct Usage
v Affect (Verb):
Poor time management can affect academic
performance.
V Effect (Noun):
The effect of regular revision is better retention.
¥ However, in everyday academic writing,
remember:
Affect = Verb | Effect = Noun
“2 Easy Memory Trick
Affect = Action
Effect = End result
If something is being done » Affect
If something has happened - Effect

influence or impact




